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PRESS RELEASE
Bangalore needs integrated public transport, not Tunnel Road
Mass Rapid Transit Systems (MRTS) like Metro and Suburban Rail are the solutions for a sustainable path forward for Bengaluru’s transportation challenges instead of unsustainable projects such as double-decker roads and tunnel corridors, which have more drawbacks than benefits. A strategically planned, integrated, and scalable MRTS system is essential to build a resilient, efficient, and equitable urban mobility framework for the city's future, said Prof. Ashish Verma, Professor (TSE) & Convenor, IISc Sustainable Transportation (IST) Lab, Department of Civil Engineering, Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore. He was speaking at the public discussion on “Misplaced Priorities of BBMP’s Infrastructure Projects (Tunnel road, sky-deck et al)” organized by CIVIC-Bangalore, at Gandhi Bhavan today. He presented the study report on “Scenario Evaluation for the Proposed Suburban Rail Network and Metro Rail Network for Bangalore Metropolitan Region”.
 He explained that this study evaluates the proposed suburban and metro rail networks in the Bengaluru Metropolitan Region (BMR), focusing on sustainable and integrated mobility solutions to mitigate severe traffic congestion and pollution. Additionally, the study examines the effects of the proposed double-decker roads and a North-South tunnel corridor on ridership, mode share, and network performance. The findings highlight the significant benefits of a well-integrated MRTS network, projected to achieve an 80% sustainable modal share by 2041 while alleviating congestion and enhancing urban connectivity. 
However, the analysis reveals that double-decker roads and tunnel corridors, despite offering localized travel time reductions, encourage private vehicle usage, reduce public transit ridership, and exacerbate environmental and social disparities. Mr. Verma stated that the Metro rail network will have 40% more capacity than the tunnel road.  
Estimated Mode Share for 2041 with double-decker and tunnel road shows significant repercussions on the city’s mobility. With these new infrastructures, there is a shift from ‘public to personal’.  The study emphasizes the need for strategic prioritization and investment to maximize person capacity and minimize environmental impact. It highlights the importance of integrating sub-urban and metro rail networks to enhance urban mobility and reduce traffic congestion.
Sri D. T. Devare, Trustee, Bangalore Environment Trust, Sri Rajkumar Dugar Convenor, Citizens for Citizens, Sri Sandeep Anirudhan Convenor, Citizens’ Agenda for Bengaluru, stressed on the failure to follow due process of law for these projects, the violation of the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act (CAA) through the dysfunctionality of the Metropolitan Planning Committee (MPC) and the Bengaluru Metropolitan Land Transport Authority (BMLTA) due to lack of an elected body to the BBMP. They also stressed the absence of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) of the tunnel road project. They all emphasized the technical and maintenance challenges of tunnel roads. A comparison of Singapore’s planning process and the lack of it in Bengaluru, the successful public transport systems of Tokyo and London were given as examples to be emulated.  Ms. Kathyayini Chamaraj, Executive Trustee, CIVIC-Bangalore pointed out the shortfalls in Karnataka’s budgets for Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCE), health and education.  She stressed that until these fundamental rights, basic to human development, are met, money should not be spent for such fancy and vanity projects. 
In his presidential note, Mr. Ravindra, former chief secretary to the government of Karnataka, highlighted that under the RTI Act of 2005, any project formulation should include public consultation by the Government. He suggested a way forward and advocacy with the government to stop the tunnel road project.
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