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also been issued! Some of the points refer to the building of decent workers’ housing colonies for temporary 

migrant workers, with proper water, sewerage and sanitation, creches for the 0-6 year-old children, 

transportation to schools for children of compulsory school age, etc. We also sought his support for 

conducting a social audit of the functioning of the Board in the five wards where CFAR is working, to which 

he agreed. 

 
 

 

19.2.20  - Dialogue with Labour Secretary on conducting Social Audit of Construction Workers’ 

Welfare Board 

CIVIC facilitated a dialogue with Mr. Manivannan, IAS, Labour Secretary, GoK, on conducting a Social Audit 

of the Building & Other Construction Workers’ Welfare Board on 19th Feb 20. The Social Audits have been 

directed by the Supreme Court, based on the social audit guidelines issued by the CAG. Mr. Nikhil Dey of 

MKSS and Ms Rakshita Swamy of the Social Accountability Resource Unit (SARU) led the discussion. 

A preliminary meeting was held between 12 pm and 2 pm on the 19th of February, at Vishranti Nilaya, which 

was attended by leaders of several unions and NGOs working with construction workers. Mr. Paras Banjara 

of MKSS presented the findings of the pilot social audits that had been conducted in the city of Beawar and 

Bhim Tehsil in Rajasthan. 

In the afternoon at 3:30 pm, the full delegation met Mr. Manivannan at the Kalyana Suraksha Bhavan in the 

presence of the Secretary of the Board. Mr. Nikhil Dey and Ms Rakshita Swamy explained to them the 

protocol to be followed for conducting the social audit and requested them to have a dialogue with all the 

unions and NGOs in designing the framework for the social audit. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=3506850069355962&set=a.463633400344326&type=3&eid=ARCxqhKVM6WEVuZZTsQCgML0D7vdfOiGfQJNvRJ_TavXjPcOuZl_de4zsstHyyg_2MJEpRY_kW3CPvPi
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2.  Out-of-School Children’s (OoSC) case in the High Court   

Chief Justice Abhay Shreenivasa Oka said on 13.11.19 in the Court that the suo motu PIL taken up by 

the HC on school drop-outs, in which CIVIC is impleaded, is one of the four important PILs being heard 

in the Court. He has awakened the government machinery to look at basic human rights of citizens like 

no other CJ in recent times.   As a result of his orders the "Policy on Education of Migrant Children" 

prepared by a coalition of civil society organisations, including CIVIC,  more than three years ago, which 

was lying in the government's cupboards, has been accepted and notified by the government, 

migration being one of the chief reasons for children dropping out. 

The Chief Secretary thought the 25-page document was too long and asked the department to 

condense it to 2 pages. The Chief Justice was unhappy with the whittling down which had denuded the 

policy of several of its key provisions. He asked the government to redo the 2 pages. Now the original 

policy has been resuscitated and approved by the government. Hopefully, this will now provide a 

means to bring education to all migrant children. 

More than 300 vacancies of Education Coordinators, who are deisgnated as Attendance Authorities to 

bring back drop-outs to school are being filled as a result of his orders. 

Upon CIVIC’s submission, he has reminded the government to ask all 'local authorities', i.e., the grama 

panchayats and municipalities to conduct annual surveys of all households and “Maintain a record of 

all children from birth to 14 years”  in their jurisdiction, as per Section 9 of the RTE Act,  in the form of 

Village/Ward Education Registers.  The registers have to record whether or not they are going to 

school, and what action is being taken to bring them back to school.  Most GPs/Wards have not done 

it, though the GOs were issued six years ago. 
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As directed by the High Court in the out-of-school children's case, CIVIC participated in inspecting data of 

four districts on their out-of-school children on 11.12.19 at SSA. In Davangere, officials related that 

children come to school, give attendance and then go away to work in the puffed-rice units (called 

'Mandakki Batti' in Kannada) that abound in that city. The DC had hence called all employers of the puffed-

rice units and made them take an oath not to employ children. The irony was that more than 15 years ago, 

UNICEF had a programme there for several years to eliminate child labour in the Mandakki Battis and 

similar oath-taking programmes had been held then. When questioned why teachers could not lock the 

gates of the school once the children entered the school, there was no answer. 

In Raichur, children continue to work on Bt Cotton farms pollinating cotton flowers. Teachers are again 

aware of it but seem to be helpless to do anything. Moreover, HMs are also 'Inspectors' under the Child 

Labour Act and have all the power to file cases against the employers, but this is not happening. Nor are 

they reporting the cases of child labour to the Labour Department so that they take action. 

There did not seem to be any 'institutional memory' in the Education Department on what had happened 

in Davangere already during the UNICEF project. In the highest echelons of the government also, there is 

no "institutional memory" of the changes that had been brought about through this court case more than 

five years ago. Govt. orders that had been issued and protocols that had been developed have all been 

forgotten, once officials changed, making civil society organisations fight the same battles in cyclical 

fashion every five years. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=3499390976768538&set=a.463633400344326&type=3&eid=ARAk9FjEBUydVmYfm4cSh_z4-7tycybpiufxHe1g_i3wXk2ubKpoUdVgVlrg-DMN-9ekNrhOgniriyen
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3.1.  27th & 28th Jan 2020 -  Invited to be Resource Person of RLHP (NGO) at Gundlupet, Chamarajnagar 

district, on out-of-school children 

Was invited by the Rural Literacy & Health Project (RLHP) of Mysuru to share about the Court case on OoSC 

to their staff, SDMC members, a few councillors and GP members, especially on the policy for education of 

migrant children, as migration is a big problem in Chamarajnagar.  RLHP members shared that while the 

government’s figures on migrant children were 20 for a particular area,  they had produced evidence to show 

that the real number was 53.  The government had accepted the figures and funds had been released to start 

a seasonal school in Kerala for the 53 children who had migrated to Kerala with their parents. 

 

 
 

4   Other matters   

16.12.19 – Launch of ‘Mukti’ Alliance to fight against bonded labour and human trafficking 

'Mukti' is an alliance to fight against bonded labour & human trafficking'. CIVIC is one of its core committee 

members. Mukti is facilitated by the International Justice Mission (IJM) which is in the forefront of getting 

bonded labourers released. It has taken the pioneering step, the first in the country, of forming an 

association of released bonded labourers from across Karnataka called "Udayonmukha". 

At the launch of "Udayonmukha" at Ramanagaram on Monday, 16th December 2019, officials from several 

departments of Ramanagaram district attended and spoke about the various loan and other schemes of 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=3526909830683319&set=pcb.3526998530674449&type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARCGCYoPbMUgr3bFkQ9SLrBXvnn0owJkRtETqXCVyIdsxw2v6Lg5aXQMUi2aVWfDNmjbCVobGB8KhsBS
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their departments and asked the released bonded labourers to apply for them. This is ironical as the 

officials first of all do not do their duty of releasing the mandated Rs. 20,000 as immediate relief to the 

bonded labourers and allot them the five acres of land, or Rs. 20 lakh in lieu thereof, within time-frames. 

Mny of the released bonded labourers said that they have not received either the 20,000 or the five acres 

of land even years after their release. 

Officials need to take pro-active steps to reach the schemes of their department to the identified and 

released bonded labourers on priority instead of asking them to apply for the schemes by running from 

pillar to post. 

 
 

Mukti launched its Bidar unit on 22nd Jan 20, which I attended. 

 

January 2020 -  Nominated to be a jury member for Namma Bengaluru Awards 

With the permission of the Trustees, I accepted a nomination by Namma Bengaluru Awards Trust to serve on 

the jury of the NBF Awards. 

7.1.20 - "Namma Bengaluru Award 2020" launched. 

 

 Participated in the ‘Namma Bengaluru Awards 2020’ (NBA2020) Launch” on 7th Jan 2020 as a jury 

member. NBA is a pursuit for unsung heroes, who have strived to make Bengaluru, a better city, braving 

all odds. These awards are the city’s way of saying ‘Thank You’ to its Real Heroes, who work relentlessly 

towards making Bengaluru a better place to live in. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=3536443476396621&set=pcb.3536451813062454&type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARDMrcbch9PXM4fW1fSLUZyLsQeyjasR2e6Cf-1cf72GVOywloIXKjZEi1LcPXuc1w3Et6aCNvKKcJaX
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18.01.20 – Collaborated in a “People’s Dialogue on SWM for a garbage-free city” 

CIVIC collaborated along with 'Sensing Local Foundation' in AAP's #HosaBengaluru People's Dialogue on 

Solid Waste Management for a Garbage-Free City on 18-Jan-2020. Excellent citizens' initiatives were 

presented. 

 
 

20.1.20 – Addressed students of Karnataka Institute of Technology on “Citizen participation” 

 

23.1.20 -  CIVIC asked to take over as Managing Trustee of KRIA Katte (Karnataka Right to 

Information Activists’ Katte 

Since many of the trustees of KRIA Katte are no longer able to continue the activities, Mr. 

Ravindranath Guru, Managing Trustee had called a trust meeting of KRIA Katte on 23.1.20.  It was 

decided by the Trustees to make CIVIC the Managing Trustee of KRIA Katte to carry on the RTI 

activities. 

 

29.1.20 -  Consultation on Construction Workers’ Welfare Board by Centre for Inclusive 

Development at IIM-B  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/hosabengaluru?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
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Above consultation was attended by the Labour Minister, Mr. Suresh Kumar.  CIVIC was able to share 

about our work with the Labour Secretary and the GOs issued by him for workers’ welfare and also 

give suggestions. 

 

 
 

 

15.2.20 -  Walk for Bengaluru 

CIVIC collaborated with B.PAC in a walk from Vidhana Soudha to BBMP for Better Bengaluru on Saturday, 

15th Feb from 8AM to 10AM . The following demands were made for Bengaluru 2.0: 

1. Powers to decide delimitation and reservation of wards must be given to State Election Commission. 

2. Ward reservations must be declared at least 6 months before elections 

3. Mayor’s tenure must be increased to 5 years. 

4. Transparency in formation and functioning of ward committees 

5. Metropolitan Planning Committee must be made functional immediately 

6. Increase the honorarium of BBMP corporators 

7. Use technology to improve transparency in BBMP administration. 

 

27th to 28th Feb 2020 - Participation in the National consultation on “Future of Urban Sanitation in India 

Participated in a National Conference on "Future of Urban Sanitation in India", and localising 

Sustainable Development Goals, organised by PRIA (Society for Participatory Research in Asia) in New 

Delhi on 27th and 28th Feb 20. Sri Hardeep Singh Puri, Union Minister for Housing & Urban Affairs 

gave the inaugural address. Sri Rajesh Tandon, President, PRIA, in his address to the conference, was 

all praise for CIVIC and others' PIL in the Karnataka High Court which fetched an order for the first 

time in the country mandating notification of Area Sabhas and constitution of Ward Committees in 

Mangaluru City Corporation. 
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29.2.20 -  Panelist at RLHP training on “Quality of Education through SDMCs” 

 

 
 

3rd March 2020 - Press conference on elevated corridor 

CIVIC participated in a press conference at the Press Cub on 3rd March 20 along with Citizens for 

Bengaluru (CfB), Bengaluru Bus Prayanikara Vedike (BBPV), Bangalore Environment Trust, Whitefield 

Rising, etc., asking CM Yediyurappa to cancel the elevated corridor project worth Rs. 27,000 crore.   

CIVIC highlighted the fact that it is totally unjustified to spend Rs. 27,000 crore to provide signal-free 

corridors for the 15 lakh private car-owners of Bengaluru when not even Rs. 25,000 crore is spent in one 

year to meet the basic needs for food, education, health, housing, women & children's development and 

social security of 6.5 crore Kannadigas of the state. Not even Rs. 3,000 crore has been spent to develop 

entire Kalyana Karnataka region in the last five years. 

CIVIC further highlighted that no cost-benefit analysis justifying the project has been put in public domain 

as required under proactive disclosures to be made as per Section 4(1)(c) and (d) of the RTI Act and why 

the costliest measure, which is not even going to solve the problem, is being undertaken when cheaper 

and more effective solutions are available, viz., incentivising public transport by focusing on subsidising 

BMTC and expediting the suburban rail system, which are the real solutions to traffic congestion. 

As a result of the press conference, there was no announcement of allocation of money in the budget for 

the elevated corridor.    




